HISTORY OF LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNITA

the meanest and most treacherous and dangerous Indians in that
part of the country, and that it was better to give him a little
of something than to have trouble with him. The paper was
returned to the Indian who folded it carefully and returned it
to his clothes. Lomas then took him to camp and gave him
something to eat and perhaps gave him a little present. The
noble chief went away smiling, and this goes to prove ‘‘That
one may smile, and smile, and be a villain.”’

In the spring the Pahutes ran off quite a lot of cattle at
different times, or at least it was laid at their door. V. J.
Borrette says that in the early part of the year he and
Luther Spencer bought Antelope valley northeast of Susanville
from B. B. Painter and Ladue Vary. One day while they were
building their house they eame into Susanville leaving their
provisions, two yoke of oxen, and a lot of traps of different
kinds at the camp. While they were gone some Indians came
down from the hills and took the largest and gentlest yoke of
cattle, packed all the food and whatever else they could find
that they wanted on their backs, and then went their way
rejoicing. To do the packing they used all the ropes and straps
they could find, and took the lines and straps off some harness
that had been left there. They just cleaned out the camp. When
they found out what the Indians had done they tried to raise a
crowd to follow them, but no one seemed to take any interest in
it and nothing was done.

Some of the early settlers say that this summer the eitizens
of the valley held a meeting and after talking matters over
concluded to establish a sort of ‘“dead line’’ between themselves
and the Pahutes. They made the summit of the mountains east
and northeast of the valley their ‘‘dead line’’ and notified the
Indians that they would kill any of them who came nearer than
that. Other early settlers say that nothing of the kind was
done. There is no way of deciding which is the truth, and
probably all of them told the truth the way they knew it.

The following was related by W. M. Cain and H. E. Lomas.
Not far from the middle of December Dewitt Chandler and his
hired man were killing a beef at the Chandler and Fry ranch a
couple of miles southeast of Janesville. There were some Pahute
Indians eamped on the rock pile in the field below Janesville,
and one called Jim, his father, and two or three other bucks and
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‘some squaws went over and stood around while the work was
‘going on. When it was nearly done the young man who was
‘helping went into the house for something, and while he was
“gone Jim began to help himself to the liver and some of the other
‘offal. Chandler wanted this for his hogs and he told Jim to let
‘it alone. The Indian at once faced him and patted himself on
the chest as if to defy him and at the same time made some
insulting remarks. Chandler ecaught up a stick of hard wood
‘and struck the Indian on the back of the head and knocked him
down. He afterwards said that he had no idea of killing him,
but he struck harder than he intended to. The other Indians
began to string their bows, but when Chandler called to the
‘man in the house and told him to bring out his pistol they left
as fast as they could. The squaws soon dragged Jim away, and
if he was not dead then he died in a short time, for his skull
was broken. The Indians took his body to the roek pile where
they were camped and buried it. They killed his dog and burned
it on his grave along with some of his other property, and then
they burned the whole camp and moved away.

This affair caused considerable exeitement in the valley for
many of the settlers thought the Indians would take revenge on
them. There was some talk of holding an inquest—some say
that Squire Stark did hold one at Janesville, They also talked
of arresting Chandler and giving him a trial, hoping this would
appease the wrath of the Indians. But nothing was done and
the excitement gradually died away. There were several reasons
for this. Chandler did not intend to kill the Indian and it was
thought that he was justified in proteeting his own property.
Jim had always been impudent and offensive and he had a horse
which he said he got by shooting a white man at the Ormsby

- Massacre. During the Indian troubles of the previous year
‘many horses and saddles and other property had been taken
- from the whites by the Indians and when peace was made they
were not given up. It was very aggravating to the settlers to
'see an Indian riding a horse or a saddle that he might have
killed a white man to get, and besides that the most of the Never
- Sweats thought that the only good Indian was a dead one.

Notwithstanding these troubles there was no Indian outbreak

this year although what occurred in 1861 may have had its
" effect upon the troubles of the following year, This summer
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